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IN THIS FAMILY . . . 

   
 
    
WELCOME 
 
 
OPENING HYMN  “Thy Strong Word”                              LSB 578 vs. 1, 3-5
                            
 
INVOCATION  
 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.  
P: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 
C:  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your might. 
P: And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
C: You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 

your house,  
P: and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.” 
                                                                                                                                   (Deuteronomy 6:4-7) 
 
 
 
 



CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  O God, You have always called Your people to speak of You and Your Word.  You have made us 

to be witnesses of Jesus wherever we are — in our homes, in our places of work, in our schools, 
among our neighbors.  That means we are to speak of Jesus and do His works wherever we are 
and wherever we go.  You have called us to teach our children about Jesus, to talk of Him when 
we are in our houses, when we walk by the way, when we lie down, and when we rise.  O God, 
we have not done this as often and to the extent we should be doing it.  Too often we are silent.  
Too often our conversations leave You out of them.  Hear now our confession of these sins and 
all of our sins as we humbly come before Your throne.  

 
 

Please take a moment for silent reflection and confession 
 
 
P:  Most merciful God,  
C: we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone, and by 
what we have said and what we have left unsaid.  We have not loved or trusted You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon 
us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name.   Amen. 

 
 
FORGIVENESS OF SINS                                
 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body.   

And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in  
your hearts to God.                               (Colossians 3:15-16) 

 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
SONG OF PRAISE   “There is One Gospel”     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD TESTAMENT READING  Joshua 24:1-8, 13-15                                  Bible page 198  
 
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem 
and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers 
of Israel.  And they presented themselves before God.  2 And 
Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel, ‘Long ago, your fathers lived beyond the 
Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and they 
served other gods.  3 Then I took your father Abraham from 
beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan, 
and made his offspring many.  I gave him Isaac.  4 And to Isaac 
I gave Jacob and Esau.  And I gave Esau the hill country of Seir 
to possess, but Jacob and his children went down to 
Egypt.  5 And I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt with 
what I did in the midst of it, and afterward I brought you out.  6 “‘Then I brought your fathers out of 
Egypt, and you came to the sea.  And the Egyptians pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to 
the Red Sea.  7 And when they cried to the LORD, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians and 
made the sea come upon them and cover them; and your eyes saw what I did in Egypt.  And you lived 
in the wilderness a long time.  8 Then I brought you to the land of the Amorites, who lived on the other 
side of the Jordan.  They fought with you, and I gave them into your hand, and you took possession of 
their land, and I destroyed them before you.  13 I gave you a land on which you had not labored and cities 
that you had not built, and you dwell in them.  You eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that you 
did not plant.’  14 “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness.  Put away 
the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.  15 And if it is evil 
in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers 
served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell.  But as for 
me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 
 

E:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING  1 Corinthians 15:1-11                      Bible page 961  
 
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to 
you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you 
are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you — 
unless you believed in vain.  3 For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and 
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  6 Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have 
fallen asleep.  7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  8 Last of all, as to one untimely 
born, he appeared also to me.  9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God.  10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward 
me was not in vain.  On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace 
of God that is with me.  11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 
 

E:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 



Please stand 
 

 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 5th chapter. 

 C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL READING  John 5:18, 36-47                                           Bible page 890 
 
This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill 
him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was 
even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with 
God.  36 But the testimony that I have is greater than that of John.  
For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the 
very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father 
has sent me.  37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne 
witness about me.  His voice you have never heard, his form you 
have never seen, 38 and you do not have his word abiding in you, 
for you do not believe the one whom he has sent.  39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that 
you may have life.  41 I do not receive glory from people.  42 But I know that you do not have the love of 
God within you.  43 I have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive me.  If another comes in 
his own name, you will receive him.  44 How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another 
and do not seek the glory that comes from the only God?  45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the 
Father.  There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope.  46 For if you believed 
Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me.  47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will 
you believe my words?” 
 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord.  
 C:  Thanks be to God 
 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 
Please be seated  

 
 
 
 
 



PRESENTATION OF FIRST BIBLES AND CATECHISMS 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING   “Oh, Blest the House”            LSB 862
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Please stand  
 
 
SONG    “Center”     
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.                                                        
                                                                                                                                        (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 
BLESSING 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.                  (Numbers 6:24-26) 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN   “How Firm a Foundation”            LSB 728 


